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which strike directly at the root of the most popular and
important of Elliot's topics. The argument notwithstand-
ing the warmth of feeling which it shows about Hastings
appears to me as powerful as the language in which it
is conveyed is vigorous. But in order to appreciate its
weight fully, reference must be made to the facts related
in Chapters VII. and X., as to the efforts made to save
Nuncomar, and as to the course taken by Clavering and
Francis with regard to the petition which was burnt by
the jailer of Calcutta as a libel by the order of the
Council.

I need not repeat the facts already stated, nor will
I here anticipate the contents of the next chapter. I
content myself with quoting the argument which was
drawn by Impey from the silence of the Council. An.
argument, I may observe, which after Impey's defence was
made was further strengthened by the evidence given by
Farrer, as to his consultation with Clavering, Monson,
and Francis, at the party given by Lady Ann Monson

" In the next charge I am severely censured for
"observations made in the course of commenting on
" evidence to the prejudice of the defendant's cause, and
"to the gentlemen of the Patna Council in a cause
" regularly before me. How much more should I have
"been subject to censure, had Mr. Hastings been at this
u time, in the opinion of this House, the man that he was
<( then understood to be in India, by this House, and by the
" nation at large, if I had gone out of the cause and
"wantonly defamed and prejudged him without any
" evidence to give colour to the outrage ? But though it
"would have been unjust in me or the judges, either to
" have suggested these reasons as coming from the Court,
" or to have adopted them without positive proofs on the